	Westgate Park Bird Count
	
	

	By:  Peter Parrington, Lindsay Doig, Rob Youl, Lyn Griffen, John McRae
	Date: 4 December 2023

	Weather: -  18 º Cel; clear but clouds forming slowly

	Coverage: Entire survey route completed
	
	Times : 0840 - 1330

	
	
	
	

	Species
	Number seen
	Species
	Number seen

	Brown Quail
	
	Galah
	

	Black Swan    
	7*
	Little Corella
	1 (species ?)

	Australian Shelduck
	
	Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
	

	Australian Wood Duck
	1
	Rainbow Lorikeet
	24

	Pink-eared Duck
	
	Budgerigar
	

	Musk Duck
	
	Musk Lorikeet 
	

	Grey Teal 
	5
	Little Lorikeet 
	

	Chestnut Teal 
	26
	Purple-crowned Lorikeet
	

	Pacific Black Duck
	10 + 1*
	Eastern Rosella
	

	Hardhead
	4
	Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo
	

	Australasian Grebe
	9 
	Fan-tailed Cuckoo
	

	Hoary-headed Grebe 
	10 + 3*
	Southern Boobook
	

	   Rock Dove
	9
	Barn Owl
	

	   Spotted Turtle-Dove
	12 + 2*
	Sacred Kingfisher
	

	   Common Bronzewing
	
	Superb Fairy-wren  
	93 (incl 35 blue) + 4* (incl 1 blue)

	   Crested Pigeon
	
	White-browed Scrubwren
	20

	Darter
	
	Brown Thornbill
	

	Little Pied Cormorant 
	
	Spotted Pardalote
	

	Great Cormorant
	1*
	White-plumed Honeyeater
	36 + 3*

	Little Black Cormorant
	7 + 2*
	Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
	

	Pied Cormorant
	1*
	Little Wattlebird
	1 + 1*

	Australian Pelican
	
	Red Wattlebird
	16 + 5*

	Eastern Great Egret
	
	New Holland Honeyeater
	10 + 1*

	White-faced Heron 
	
	White-naped Honeyeater
	

	Nankeen Night-Heron
	
	Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
	

	Australian White Ibis
	1
	White-winged Triller
	

	Straw-necked Ibis
	
	Golden Whistler 
	

	Royal Spoonbill
	
	Grey Shrike-thrush
	

	Black-shouldered Kite
	
	Grey Butcherbird
	

	Whistling Kite
	
	Australian Magpie
	5 + 2*

	Collared Sparrowhawk
	
	Pied Currawong
	2

	Little Eagle
	
	Grey fantail
	

	Nankeen Kestrel
	
	Willie Wagtail
	9

	Brown Falcon
	
	Little Raven
	8

	Australian Hobby
	
	Satin Flycatcher
	

	Peregrine Falcon
	
	Magpie-lark
	9 + 1*

	Purple Swamphen
	3
	Flame Robin
	

	Buff-banded Rail
	
	Rose Robin
	

	Baillon’s Crake
	1
	Eurasian Skylark
	

	Australian Spotted Crake
	
	   Golden-headed Cisticola
	

	Black-tailed Native-hen
	
	   Australian Reed-Warbler
	16

	Dusky Moorhen
	16
	   Little Grassbird
	1

	Eurasian Coot
	29
	Silvereye
	

	Black-winged Stilt
	6 + 2 juv + nest
	Welcome Swallow
	15

	Black-fronted Dotterel
	1
	Tree Martin
	

	Red-kneed Dotterel
	
	Common Blackbird
	17

	Masked Lapwing  
	1*
	Common Starling
	100

	Latham’s Snipe
	
	Common Myna
	11

	Crested Tern
	3*
	Red-browed Finch
	

	Pacific Gull
	
	House Sparrow
	5 + 8*

	Silver Gull
	60 + 120*
	Australasian Pipit
	

	Pied Oystercatcher
	
	European Greenfinch
	2

	
	
	European Goldfinch
	

	
	
	Eastern Spinebill
	

	
	
	Dusky Wood-swallow
	

	
	
	Noisy Miner
	 nil Todd Road + 13 CFMEU + 3 and old nest in park + 4*

	Number of Bird Species - Wetland dependent & Raptors…21…   Land based  …24...Total 45
	   Species

	Other animals: Brush-tailed Possum – two now in habitat tree; Common Froglet in some water bodies


	Opportunistic Sightings – Interesting or unusual sightings reported between surveys

	Date
	Species
	Number seen
	Observer

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sub-Total
	     Species

	Total number of species – Survey + Opportunistic Sightings 
	       Species


* seen at/along Yarra River only 

Salt lake .  .    .82  m
CFMEU These are added to the park tally 
	Silver Gull
	3
	Common Myna
	1

	White-Plumed Honeyeater
	1
	Magpie-lark
	2

	Red Wattlebird
	4
	Pied Currawong
	1

	Noisy Miner
	14
	
	

	Australian Magpie
	2
	
	

	Willie Wagtail
	1
	
	


Continuing rains keep the park’s main water bodies nearly full. The sighting of one Baillons Crake along the shoreline of the main island in the freshwater lake has been especially gratifying. These small attractive birds can be elusive and cryptic. Similarly solitary was the single Australian Wood Duck – this common species, which adapts readily to nearby human activity, is rarely seen in the park. Regarding one of our continuing major threats, generally Noisy Miners only frequent the park’s north eastern corner, near the former HWT gatehouse.
