Westgate Park Bird Count

By: Peter Parrington, Bim Graham, Ursula Dutkiewicz, Elke Link,

Rob Youl

Date: Monday 2 March 2026

Weather: 10/10 cloud, drizzle, light NE wind

21° Cel

Coverage: Entire survey route completed except CFMEU

Times: 0840 - 1300

Species Number seen Species Number seen
Brown Quail Galah
Black Swan 4* Little Corella
Australian Shelduck Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Australian Wood Duck Rainbow Lorikeet 14
Pink-eared Duck Budgerigar
Musk Duck Musk Lorikeet
Grey Teal 3 Little Lorikeet
Chestnut Teal 19 Purple-crowned Lorikeet
Pacific Black Duck 2 Eastern Rosella
Hardhead 5 Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo
Australasian Grebe 2 Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Hoary-headed Grebe 17 Southern Boobook
Great Crested Grebe Barn Owl
Rock Dove 2 Sacred Kingfisher
24 incl 8 blue +
Spotted Turtle-Dove 6+ 2% Superb Fairy-wren 8*incl 1 blue
Common Bronzewing White-browed Scrubwren 13
Crested Pigeon Brown Thornbill
Darter Spotted Pardalote
Little Pied Cormorant 2+3" Eastern Spinebill
Great Cormorant 1* White-plumed Honeyeater 16 + 2*
Park nil + Todd
Little Black Cormorant Noisy Miner Road nil + 2*
Pied Cormorant Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Australian Pelican Little Wattlebird 1
Eastern Great Egret Red Wattlebird 55
White-faced Heron New Holland Honeyeater 13+ 2*
Nankeen Night-Heron White-naped Honeyeater
9 -1 on ground
Australian White Ibis + 3" Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Straw-necked Ibis White-winged Triller
Royal Spoonbill 1 Golden Whistler
Black-shouldered Kite Grey Shrike-thrush
Whistling Kite Grey Butcherbird 1
Brown Goshawk Australian Magpie 2
Little Eagle Pied Currawong 2
Nankeen Kestrel Rufous Fantail
Brown Falcon Grey fantail 1
Australian Hobby Willie Wagtail 9




Peregrine Falcon Little Raven 7
Purple Swamphen 10 Magpie-lark 25 + 2*
Buff-banded Rail Flame Robin

Baillon’s Crake Golden-headed Cisticola

Australian Spotted Crake Australian Reed-Warbler

Black-tailed Native-hen Little Grassbird

Dusky Moorhen 8 Silvereye

Eurasian Coot 27 Welcome Swallow 11
Pied Stilt 3 Tree Martin

Black-fronted Dotterel 1 Common Blackbird 4
Red-kneed Dotterel Common Starling 70
Masked Lapwing 1 Common Myna 4
Latham’s Snipe Red-browed Finch

Crested Tern 1* House Sparrow 40
Pacific Gull European Greenfinch

Silver Gull 7 + 35" European Goldfinch 5
Number of Bird Species - Wetland dependent & Raptors ...19  Land based ...23 - Total 42 species
Other animals: Brush-tailed Possum — not in usual hollow. Frog calls not detected.

* seen at/along Yarra River
Saltwater Lake level: 0.65 m; Freshwater Lake level: 0.2m
CFMEU - Cancelled because of the weather

Rock Dove Grey Butcherbird
Rainbow Lorikeet Australian Magpie

Noisy Miner White-plumed Honeyeater
Willie Wagtail House Sparrow

Red Wattlebird Silver Gull

Australian White Ibis Magpie-lark

Welcome Swallow

Whilst 42 species on an inclement day is satisfying, the month of February was rather more
impressive after reported sightings on eBird, and observations and images taken by Ursula. With
these added the grand total for the last few weeks is 60 species.

The extensive rains falling across Victoria and flooding rural landscapes are very welcome. They
will create widespread new temporary wetlands, which may mean some Westgate birds will move
elsewhere.

Unfortunately, the Westgate arsonist(s) lit a fire two weeks ago before the survey, yet another
unpleasant action reducing the park’s amenity and biodiversity.

The survey day also coincided with the launch of a of an insect Bio-blitz promoting a healthy and
more diverse range of insect species. Some of those found are included in the last page of this
report.

One of the pleasures of our park surveys is looking at the mistletoe established 2-3 years ago.
Wiry mistletoe Amyema preissii is currently flowering.



Opportunistic Sightings — Interesting or unusual sightings reported between surveys

Date Species Number Observer
7 Feb White-faced Heron 1 Xavier Shay (eBird)
7 Feb Eastern Great Egret 1 Elke Link (eBird)
9 Feb Pink-eared Duck 7 Ursula Dutkiewicz
9 Feb Powerful Owl 1 Ursula Dutkiewicz
10 Feb | Sacred Kingfisher 1 Elke Link (eBird)
10 Feb | ”* Pink-eared Duck 2 Elke Link (eBird)
11 Feb | Buff-banded Rail 1 Ursula Dutkiewicz
12 Feb | Brown Goshawk 1 Elke Link (eBird)
12 Feb | Brown Thornbill 2 Hilary Monck (eBird)
12 Feb | Red-browed Finch 2 Hilary Monck (eBird)
16 Feb | White-necked Heron 1 Ursula Dutkiewicz
18 Feb | Collard Sparrow Hawk 1 Ursula Dutkiewicz
18 Feb | Australian Pelican 2 Ursula Dutkiewicz
23 Feb | Crested Pigeon 1 Tara Stewardson (eBird)
23 Feb | Yellow-billed Spoonbill 1 Ursula Dutkiewicz
23 Feb | * Black-fronted Dotterel 4 Ursula Dutkiewicz
23 Feb | Australian Reed-Warbler 1 Ursula Dutkiewicz
28 Feb | * Buff-banded Rail 1 Samuel Ho (eBird)
28 Feb | * Sacred Kingfisher 1 Samuel Ho (eBird)
28 Feb | Musk Lorikeet 2 Samuel Ho (eBird)
28 Feb | Australian Reed-Warbler 1 Samuel Ho (eBird)
28 Feb | * Brown Thornbill 2 Matt Pope (eBird)
28 Feb | Nankeen Night-Heron 1 Matt Pope (eBird)
Sub-Total 18 Species
Total number of species - Survey + Opportunistic Sightings 60 Species

A This species was also seen on today’s bird count or recorded more than once in
Opportunistic Sightings above

All photographs in this report by Ursula Dutkiewicz

Three of the seven Pink-eared Ducks seen on 9 February
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Black Swan with 3 cygnets, and the male seeing off a pair of Pelicans that got to close to his family




The Black Swan pair are providing lots of tender |
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| A Whit-necked Heron that briefly visited the park on 16 Feb, and roasting Little Black Cormorant
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A single Yellow-billed Spoonbill seen on 23 February. They are infrequent visitors to the park with previous
sightings in April 2025, and before that in May 2022.
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The single Royal Spoonbill also seen during last month’s survey, and the one surviving Purple Swamphen chick
now almost an adult from a brood of five first seen on 5 December last year




Pacific Black Duck with young at different stages of As occurred last month a pair of Hoary-headed Grebes
growth. More than likely one is from another parent continue their mating activity but so far, no successful breeding
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Four Black-fronted Dotterels seen on 23 February. Juvenile Blackl-winged Stilt

A Sacred Kingfisher that has been in the park for Juvenile Collared Sparrow Hawk
much of February
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Superb-fairy Wren Family, with male loosing breeding feathers and two young females

Juvenile Grey Butcherbird Despite not calling this Australian Reed-Warbler
was seen deep within the vegetation
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Tiger Snake with a close-up image of the head Tussock Skink Pseudemoia pagenstecheri well hidden
in the grass. This species is listed as Endangered.


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/37747
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/37747

Here is a selection of insects seen in the park over the last few weeks

Banded Bee Flies, Tribe Villini GlantGreen Slantface Acnda con/ca

Report prepared by Rob Youl robmyoul@gmail.com & Andrew McCutcheon, awmccutcheon1@bigpond.com



https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/1115829
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/210927
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/143195
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/143968
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/355041
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/51967
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/51967
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/129216
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/129216
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/321672
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/taxa/321672
mailto:awmccutcheon1@bigpond.com

