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Westgate Biodiversity: Bili Nursery & Landcare strongly supports the four key positions on data centres and AI infrastructure developed by the City of Melbourne and welcomes this opportunity to be heard.
Westgate Biodiversity deeply fears that the colossal scale and immediate proximity of the proposed NextDC data centre will inflict irreversible damage to Westgate Park, its dedicated workers, regular visitors, and fragile biodiversity.
For over 30 years, our community has poured its heart into nurturing this bushland park from the ground up. We are now facing the very real prospect that this industrial development will seriously damage the sanctuary we built.
Westgate Park is a vital urban wildlife refuge. Over two decades, bird surveys recorded 177 bird species, alongside thousands of other fauna—including freshwater turtles, rare skinks, flying foxes, microbats, and Rakali. Frogs inhabit the compound lagoon, quite close to the northern boundary of the park.
Crucially, the park provides habitat for fragile, protected, and threatened native species in Victoria such as the Common Bent-wing Bat (Critically Endangered), the Powerful Owl (Vulnerable), the Tussock Skink (Endangered), Grey-headed Flying-fox (Vulnerable), Musk Duck (Vulnerable) and the Australasian Shoveler (Vulnerable). Cladium procerum is a rare, near-threatened giant sedge critical to local aquatic food webs. Cullen tenax is endangered and locally rare. Ranunculus papulentus an uncommon aquatic perennial relying heavily on the park's freshwater lagoons.
The sheer operational reality of a massive AI data centre introduces severe, incompatible hazards right to our boundary:
· The threat of data centre fires: Modern data centres run dense server racks packed with lithium-ion backup systems and high-voltage electrical hardware. Fires involving high-density server hardware and thermal runaway are notoriously difficult to control. Fire crews face immense challenges extinguishing specialized AI data centre fires, raising terrifying risks of toxic smoke plumes and catastrophic bushfire threats blowing directly into Westgate Park and neighbouring residential areas.
· Diesel generator pollution: To guarantee uninterrupted uptime, facilities of this scale rely on massive rows of heavy diesel generators for emergency backup. The constant testing and potential operation of these engines will pump toxic exhaust, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter into an area meant for clean air, public recreation, and sensitive wildlife.
· Relentless noise pollution: Data centres generate a continuous, low-frequency hum from thousands of high-capacity cooling fans and heavy HVAC compressors operating 24/7. This unrelenting industrial noise will further damage the acoustics of the park, masking mating calls, stressing wildlife, and driving fauna away.
While the park spans nearly 40 hectares, the northern section, where our volunteer compound sits, will bear the brunt of this threat. Overshadowing, severe construction noise, intrusive artificial lighting, and the massive industrial footprint of the data centre will drive wildlife away from the northern boundary and beyond. This zone encompasses two precious heath areas, two lagoons, a chain of ponds, and vital sections of the freshwater lake where water dependent birds breed.
Compounding this environmental pressure, the historical stormwater inflow that once sustained the wetlands (from the former Herald & Weekly Times site) will contribute zero stormwater from the new building. 
Our people are what keep this park alive. Volunteers, including corporate groups and students, meet here to care for the land and restore its botanical history, yet the compound risks becoming an unsafe, hostile workspace.
Many mature trees on the NextDC site abutting the Park’s northern boundary were recently destroyed and trees within the Park were illegally lopped. It would appear that NextDC has little regard for nature, community stewardship, or proper planning processes. 
We say places of recreation and nature should be protected. In fact it is astonishing that this important park in the heart of Melbourne could be so compromised.
We won’t stand by and watch thirty years of conservation work lost by this industrial encroachment.
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